UNIT 26 : SUPPORT MATERIAL

WORKING IN VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS
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vso ¢ Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO)

V SO enables men and women to work alongside people from
poarer courtries to share skill s, buld cgpabiliti es and pro-
mote understanding. Thisis a Commonwedth Organisation.

Sinceit started in 1958it has placeal 27,000expert people in developing courtriesto pass
ontheir knowledge and expertise to provide sustainable improvements in those @urtries. It
currently has 1,800 vaunteasin abou half the World's poarest courtries, and more re-
cently in the @urtries of Eastern Europe.

VSO isa arity and those who serve do so fredy as volunteeas. They voluntee for typi-
cdly one or two yeas and the emphasisison qualified people who nd only pradicetheir
field bu can tead athersto carry on after they leave.

Here ae afew of thejobs currently on dfer in Africa

Animal Research Officer - Gambia

Requires a masters degreein animal husbandry/nutrition, to
advise and develop sreseach and cevelopment program in an-
imal productionin anew institute.

Computer Science Lecturer - Kenya

A qualified teader isrequired to upgrade the skill s of students and coll esgues at alarge,
well funded pdytedhnic.

Community Nurse - Kenya

RGN with 2yeas community experiencerequired to work in amisgon hcpital in West
Kenya. Duties include outread work and training of vill age elucators.



St. John
Ambulance

St John’s Ambulance

The St John’s Ambulance organisation is a voluntary charity which provides first
Aid cover at many events throughout the country. They are usually found at foot-
ball matches concerts, indeed everywhere where there is an event which brings
large numbers of people together. There is a young peoples’ group in which you
can become a St John’s Ambulance Cadet. where
many skills are taught which are useful for a future ca-
reer including First Aid. The picture opposite shows a
cadet helping a runner in the London marathon.

Police Special Constables

They are unpaid volunteers who assist the regular police
force. The uniform and equipment are provided free and
out-of-pocket expenses are reimbursed. They are ex-

pected to provide four hours service per week and have .
to undergo extensive training. '

i \
Special Constables have the same powers, responsibil- " ’
ity, uniform and equipment as a regular officer. Their du- g \ L‘ \

ties could include foot patrol, car patrols, crime preven-
tion work, schools liaison and helping at local events.

Specials receive structured training, both in the classroom and in the community,
and ongoing help and support and require a good deal of enthusiasm.

Special Constables should be physically and mentally fit and aged between
eighteen-and-a-half and 50, though older applicants may be allowed in certain
circumstances. Applicants must be British subjects, Commonwealth citizens
whose stay in the UK is not restricted, or citizens of the Irish Republic.



